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How many young adults who begin their college 
years as Christians will by the end lose their faith?

a)  40 % 
b)  50 % 
c)  60 % 
d)  70 %



Barna estimates that roughly 70% of high school 
students who enter college as professing Christians 
will leave with little to no faith. These students usually 
don’t return to their faith even after graduation, as 
Barna projects that 80% of those reared in the church 
will be “disengaged” by the time they are 29.

Vaneetha Rendall Risner, “Will You Lose Your Faith in College?”



What young adults think about the church: 
‣ Exclusive in an increasingly inclusive world 

‣ Out of touch with culture (sexuality, science, etc.) 

‣ Antagonistic to doubt and discussion
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A Home for their

WHAT DO YOUNG ADULTS NEED?

heads and 
(factual doubts)

hearts. 
(emotional doubts)





Gen Z Reports More Frequent Feelings of Childhood Loneliness

Generation Z

Millennial

Generation X

Baby Boomer

Silent Generation

0 25 50 75 100

41

29

20

17

16

33

35

30

23

17

6

11

12

12

11

5

7

8

13

17

2

4

5

8

11

5

8

13

16

16

4

5

11

11

12

Every Day A Couples Times a Week Once a Week
Once or Twice a Month A Few Times a Year Seldom
Never



The General Social Survey found that the 
number of Americans with no close friends 
has tripled since 1985. “Zero” is the most 
common number of confidants, reported by 
almost a quarter of those surveyed. Likewise, 
the average number of people Americans feel 
they can talk to about ‘important matters’ has 
fallen from three to two. Mysteriously, 
loneliness appears most prevalent among 
millennials.

Caroline Beaton, “Why Millennials Are Lonely,” Forbes

https://www.forbes.com/sites/carolinebeaton/2017/02/09/why-millennials-are-lonely/#29914c397c35


Reasons given in the article for loneliness: making individualism a virtue in the internet age, replacing local relationships with virtual ones, and loneliness is 
psychologically contagious.



Studies suggest the brain is only capable of a social network of 
150 people. The average meaningful circle of friends is 12 to 15 
people. You can meet the social needs of only 4 to 5 people. 

“it takes between 40 and 60 hours to form a casual friendship, 
80-100 hours to transition to being a friend and more than 200 
hours together to become good friends."

Jeffrey Hall, University of Kansas
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Q In a church family, who needs to 
supply meaningful friendships?



Q
Are Sunday worship, bible study, and 
coffee hour places that create new 
friendships? Or more often than not, 
do they simply maintain already 
established ones?



Q
What kinds of events/ministry 
practices necessarily create new 
friendships?

If you do these, friendships will be created.



EXPLICIT FRIENDSHIP BUILDING 
‣ small groups 
‣ mentoring programs

In other words, if you’re doing this, you are literally building friendships.



Jesus Mafa project, “Jesus and Zacchaeus”2B. CHRIST, CHRISTIANS, AND FRIENDSHIPS

When Jesus reached the spot, he 
looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, 
come down immediately. I must stay at 
your house today.” So he came down at 
once and welcomed him gladly.

LUKE 19:5-6

Jesus Mafa project, “Jesus and Zacchaeus”, The Jesus Mafa project is a giant collaborative project to create paintings of Jesus looking like an African, to be of especial 
use in Cameroon and other African countries.



Alexander Bida, 1885

While Jesus was having dinner at Levi’s house, many 
tax collectors and sinners were eating with him and 
his disciples, for there were many who followed him.

MARK 2:15



Alexander Bida, 1885

When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his 
disciples, “Why does your teacher  eat  with tax 
collectors and sinners?”

MATTHEW 9:11



Alexander Bida, 1885

The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and you 
say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax 
collectors and sinners.’

LUKE 7:34



“While young people may be able to find great 
preaching online, many told us they’re aching 
for more than that. They want to be in 
relationship with leaders who know their 
name and model a life of faith.”

Growing Young



“Similarly, when we asked, “What makes your 
church effective with young people?” only a 
quarter mentioned worship at all, and only 12 
percent mentioned anything about music. 
Overwhelmingly, nearly 1 in 3 share about its 
warmth…”

Growing Young



… Wa r m t h i s m o r e t h a n s u p e r fi c i a l 
community. It’s like family. In fact, the phrase 
“like family” surfaced as the most common 
term young people used to describe their 
church in our interviews and field visits.”

Growing Young



Q Make a list of what family does for each other. How 
often have you done this for new church members?

… Wa r m t h i s m o r e t h a n s u p e r fi c i a l 
community. It’s like family. In fact, the phrase 
“like family” surfaced as the most common 
term young people used to describe their 
church in our interviews and field visits.”

Growing Young

Luke + Chris













SMALL GROUP 
up to ~15 people 

Dinner? 
Bible Study? 

Prayer 
Oversight 

Trained Leaders



What young adults think about the church: 
‣ Exclusive in an increasingly inclusive world 

‣ Out of touch with culture (sexuality, science, etc.) 

‣ Antagonistic to doubt and discussion

How does a HOME help in addressing these three things YA think about the church?





Q How do you respond to the claim that the message of 
Jesus as a Saviour from sins evolved over centuries?



3 For what I received I passed on to you as of 
first importance: that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was 
buried,  that he was raised on the third 
day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that he 
appeared to Cephas, and then to the 
Twelve. 6 After that, he appeared to more than 
five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the 
same time, most of whom are still living, 
though some have fallen asleep.  7  Then he 
appeared to James ,  then to a l l the 
apostles,  8  and last of all he appeared to me 
also, as to one abnormally born.

1 CORINTHIANS 15:3-8
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“…the elements in the tradition are 
to be dated to the first two years after 
the crucifixion of Jesus…not later 
than three years… the formation of 
the appearance traditions mentioned 
in I Cor.15.3-8 falls into the time 
between 30 and 33 CE.”

Gerd Lüdemann, 
The Resurrection of Jesus



Q How do you respond to the claim that the message of 
Jesus as a Saviour from sins evolved over centuries?



We don’t have the originals of the New 
Testament. What we have are thousands of 
copies of the New Testament that were made 
in most cases centuries later… These copies 
that were made centuries later contain 
numerous mistakes. Thousands of mistakes. 
Tens of thousands of mistakes. Hundreds of 
thousands of mistakes. 

Bart Ehrman, New Testament Scholar

Photo by Dan Sears UNC-Chapel Hill 
Creative Commons Licence, from Wikipedia





The individual, with his identity and 
characteristics, is the product of a 
relation of power…

Michel Foucault 
Power / Knowledge: 

Selected Interviews and Other Writings 

Pale Blue Dot is a photograph of planet Earth taken on February 14, 1990, by the Voyager 1 space probe. One of our first images of earth from distant space… How does 
this image make you feel about your place in the universe? More importantly: What story does Sagan believe we are in?



“For the critical race theorist, objective 
truth, like merit, does not exist… truth is a 
social construct created to suit the purposes 
of the dominant group.”

Richard Delgado, Jean Stefancic 
Critical Race Theory: An Introduction

Perhaps Schopenhauer tells the same story as Sagan.



“Liberty consists in doing what one 
desires… Over himself, over his own body 
and mind, the individual is sovereign.” 

John Stuart Mill, On Liberty

This is reflected in contemporary thinkers, like Milton Friedman.



Q
Do you need to be a master of Biblical 
apologetics and every philosophical 
movement?



Q
Do you need to be a master of Biblical 
apologetics and every philosophical 
movement?

A No, but you need to know where to go 
and be used to thinking deeply.





where did 

THE BIBLE 
come from?

__________________

__________________
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Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, 4  who 
comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in 
any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God.

2 CORINTHIANS 1:3-4

Q I have the community. But how do I 
actively comfort with God’s Word?



How do I comfort with God’s Word?



How do I comfort with God’s Word?

DIRECTION, NOT PERFECTION

Re-directing our thoughts and feelings  
back onto the truths of God’s Word

{



What are some important Biblical truths  
that are useful to remember in life?



You have nothing to worry about. 
God is in control.

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry  about your life, 
what you will eat or drink; or about your body, 
what you will wear. Is not life more than food, 
and the body more than clothes?   Look at the birds 
of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away 
in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  
Are you not much more valuable than they? …do 
not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will 
worry about itself.”

MATTHEW 6:25-26,34

These were listed during COVID for our teachers to tell students



God is working this out for our eternal good.

And we know that in all things God works for the 
good  of those who love him, who  have been called 
 according to his purpose.

ROMANS 8:28

These were listed during COVID for our teachers to tell students



This will pass.

…the darkness is passing and the 
true light is already shining.

1 JOHN 2:8

Claire
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