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God’s Amazmg Ltove for and through 1s_Reople




11.5 years

Pastor - Tallahassee, FL

2.5 years

Professor - Mequon, WI

Married to Jill; 4 kids, 2 dogs
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PEARLS BEFORE SWINE BY STEPHAN PASTIS
WHAT ARE /| OOOH, I LOVE JENGA. WELL YOU SPEND FOREVER BUILPING
YOU GUYS JENGA. | TS ONE BIG METAPHOR THIS BIG STRUCTURE ON A S0L1P
PLAYING? , FOUNPATION. THEN SOMETHING GETS

@0

FOR CLIFE.

TAKEN AWAY. SAY YOUR J08.

- /9 B

20

THEN YOUR CAR. THEN YOUR HEALTH CARE.

|

THEN YOUR TEETH. ){_ THEN YOUR KAIR. )
CTHEN YOUR KNEEg/[ THEN A PET/

THENA “LTHEN A \THE
LOVED ONE! HOME.I ?R’{ggp R

THEN YOUR SANITY/THEN
% 84, ﬂ wlLug%)eRr

- 4 YES;

VP IN £
THE MORNING /1

(" ANYHOW, HAVE FUN PLAYING. )

NEXT TIME,
CANPYLAND,
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praising God.
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rejoicing

Acts 5:41



Join the Doxology of the Early Christian Church!
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It is written in book of Psalms s
1 This is what was spoken by the prophet Joel

Acts 2:16

David said... Moses said... actsz225 234 3:22
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19-31

Luke 16



Reason for Praise

We have God’s sure and certain
Word (and the Holy Spirit does NOT
and CANNOT lie)!



God is not human, that he should lie...
Does he promise and not fulfill? vumsers 2319




The Christian Reflects

A) What are (two) lies the devil works hard to
get you to believe?

B) What are (two) truths that you need to be
reminded of often in 2024?



“They all joined together constantly in
prayer, along with the women and Mary the

mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. ;1.4
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. Acts 4:24
7

L prayer

Acts 64

Acts 7:59



Peter was kept in prison, but the church was

earnestly praying to God for him. s s



Reason for Praise

We may approach God with
freedom and confidence.

Ephesians 3:12






The Christian Reflects

A) Complete the statement: Some of the best
prayer advice/encouragement I received was...

B) Ask a neighbor: What can I pray for you?



(Latvia)
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The apostles left...rejoicing because they
had been counted worthy of suffering
disgrace for the Name.” ....s.
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Reason for Praise

The adjectives about
our Ccrosses are true.

Lg Catechism, 3™ Petition
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The cross is not limited to
ersecution for the faith but
includes all the suffering a
hristian endures in this life.

- WLS Systematic Theology Notes II, p. 451
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The Suffering a Christian May Endure:

Suffering because we share a message of foolishness
Outward division

Animosity from the world because we belong to Christ
Division within closest human relationships

Learning to let go of or hold lightly life’s possessions
Troubles and Hardships in a sinful world cts 422 romans s.19

Daily crucifying our old self and hating all our old self does



For where God’s Word is preached,
accepted, or believed, and bears fruit,

=) there the hOly and precious cross
will also not be far behind. And let no one
think that we will have peace; rather we
,'.,;,‘:.\\ \~ must sacrifice all we have on earth. -cms
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www.faithlutherantallahassee.com |
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The Christian Reflects

Identify a cross in your life, family, or
church. For what reasons has the Spirit led
you to call that cross “holy and precious?”
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4 All the believers were one in heart and mind.

Acts 4:32
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Reason for Praise

Action flows from being;
identity defines activity.

(The Care of Souls, H. Senkbeil, p. 16)



Action flows from being; identity defines activity

You are the light of the world =) Let your light shine

Raised with Christ mmm) Set mind on things above

Clothe self with compassion,

God’s holy, dearly loved people m=— kindness, humility, patience

“One in heart and mind” )  Ate together, fellowship,

“You are the body of Christ” “Barnabases”, met needs,
prayer, “others focused”
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“Christian, grower of hair”






The Christian Reflects

A) When did you receive timely encouragement
from a sister in Christ (or who is someone you can
encourage)? Send that person encouragement!

B) Consider all the vocations you have and who you are
in Christ. What actions and activities flow from that
to bless your neighbor and glorify God?



g o a

“Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain?

The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band
together against the Lord and against his anointed one.”

1t Y Acts 4:25,26
29,V
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She is clothed with

strength and dignity;
R e BELg] at the
‘days to come. proverbs 3125

~ el % - )
3 TR L .‘
A -

N
. : . % : 4 »

T '.- - N

iy ‘ : Q 11 - ",

. ' ub b ‘ l.
- '/. 'S .4 .

A\ > {




<)
-
S hﬂm
ey tSl
P N ™ v
S = O D
g
= £ &8 &
- kag
7 o =
| = % >
O B o
= ©




Happiness  vs. Joy






The Christian Reflects

A) What is one thought /takeaway you want to
remember?

B) Think of a B-W-Ws from the past year. Why can you
laugh as you think about these things?
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